specialists. None of the sections of postcard views, although grouped by subject, are prefaced by any interprefive remarks. One wishes that H. Roger Grant, a weU-known railroad historian, had produced a historical essay showing how postcards can tell us about railroads, rather than just an album showing postcards. Architecture, 1870 Architecture, -1940 This study assumes the comprehensive task of documenting and analyzing interior architectural designs of commonplace buildings in the Uruted States from 1870 to 1940. Based on informafion coUected from trade books, magazines, plan books, advertisements, and govemment publications as weU as field work with actual stmctures, the study's authors idenfify and illustrate basic elements of interior design (windows, doors, trim, waUs, light fixtures) and related support systems (heating, plumbing, ventilafion). Analyses or evaluafions of ways builders selected and composed design elements and used support systems provide the basis to discern four aesthefic preferences that determined overaU design: the omamental (1870-19Í0), the classical (1895-1910), the arfisfic , and the colonial .
American Vemacular Interior
Hundreds of line drawings provide clear, concise documentation of design elements that builders used to complete the interiors of American houses, commercial buUdings, and churches. The annotated illustrations provide a wealth of factual informafion about items from window types to door knobs to faucet fittings. The designation of aesthefic preferences in only four historic periods avoids what could be a needless mulfiplying and dividing of styles or fashions. Although the nomenclature for building types is at times confusing, the isometric iUustrations of types of house interiors does aid in imderstanding the kinds of interior architectural spaces in which builders expressed their aesthefic preferences for design.
American Vemacular Interior Architecture will become an essenfial reference work for persons involved in architectural restorafion as weU as for historians unraveUing the many strands of technology, design principles, and styles that formed the exterior and interior architectural worlds of Americans when the nafion became one of the largest industrial producers in the world.
